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How is this ‘journeying together’ happening in our local Church? 

 

A. The number one concern addressed at all gathering sessions was we are not seeing the 

younger population in the pews.  The concerns included not only the children and teens, 

but also young adults and the young families.  

Many believe that the Church needs to do a better job of marketing itself to the younger 

people, especially in this culture that has become so attracted to secular and worldly 

things. 

B. Many participants spoke highly of the “Domestic Church” and voiced that their journey 

was fortified by the fact they had strong support in the faith growing up.  They were 

greatly influenced by the faith of their parents and grandparents.  This may have been or 

not have been reflected in their knowledge of the faith but certainly in the wisdom of how 

they lived their lives according to the faith. They believe that the decline we are seeing in 

our youth participation is a result of a couple of generations that were not catechized 

properly at home, in the Parish or in formal Catholic education (Catholic schools or 

CCD). 

C. Some comments reflected on the lack of knowledge of our faith that even the elderly 

community experiences.  Many expressed they would like to see more adult education 

opportunities available to them. 

D. Some comments were heard expressing that they sometimes did not feel welcomed by the 

Church.  One even expressed the feeling that racism exists in some Parishes today. They 

felt that there was no opportunity to build relationships with their fellow parishioners.  

Many miss the sense of community that used to exist in the Parish and the Church as a 

whole.  They would like to feel like they were really part of something.  They did not feel 

that we had strong leadership for community involvement. 

E. A comment heard was that sometimes we feel like we are on this journey alone.   They 

don’t feel like they belong to a community. 

F. Some feel the need to expand from just Catholic to other Christian Churches.  We need to 

journey together as a “community.” 

G. Some struggle with trusting what our Catholic Bishops are teaching and fearing that we 

may be losing our own salvation because of that.  Are we bending to the will of man 

instead of following the will of God? 
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What steps does the Spirit invite us to take for us to grow in our “journeying together”? 

 

A. We need our youth to participate in all parts of our worship.  They need hands-on 

activities. 

B. We need to provide religious education for all age levels.   

a. Family Faith formation is a good beginning.  Just need to promote it better.  

Maybe we could have current participants give their testimony at the end of Mass 

and extending an invitation to everyone of all ages. 

b. We need to invite everyone and anyone who would like additional education or 

just a review of Catholic Doctrine and Catechism to the RCIA classes made 

available in our Parishes.  These need not be just for those preparing to enter the 

Church. 

c. We need to create and promote adult education opportunities that focus both on 

‘Scripture and Tradition’ such as bible study, Church social teaching, the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, the lives of the Saints, etc.. 

d. In summary, we need better catechism, needs to be exciting and interactive and 

relatable.  We must meet people where they are.  We need more training in 

ministries and parish involvement for all. 

C. We need to develop more small faith group activities and have education opportunities 

beyond Sacramental Preparation.  

a. We need to create educational opportunities that target specific groups such as 

College age student and young professionals, young singles, young dating 

couples, married couples, young parents, single parents, divorced Catholics, 

widowed Catholics and men’s and women’s groups. 

D. Focus on creating opportunities/activities for the newly married/young parents.    

E. Give recognition to those individuals/groups from a Parish who have achieved, 

participated in, completed or received a significant award.  To build this community 

journeying together have pilgrimage groups who have returned from trips share their 

experiences with the Parish, recognize parishioners who have reached significant 

wedding anniversaries and announce the births of newborns in our Parish. 

F. Other ideas for renewing the Parish community include: 

1. Focus on making newcomers to the Parish feel more welcomed.  This includes 

reminding current parishioners to be friendly, accepting and inviting to all. 

2. Make sure Clergy is setting a good example for being welcoming, loving and 

encouraging to all.  

3. We need to be eager to share conversations with those of other faiths, or of no faith, 

so that they can see and learn the truths of Catholicism.  Our future can hold many 

healing conversations. 
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The consensus was that covid has had a big impact on our journey.  It is difficult to meet others 

in the parish.  It has limited our ability to gather in fellowship over meals and we miss many of 

our elderly parishioners because they are staying away and watching the televised Mass.  We 

also sometimes are singing to the choir – we need to get our message out to those who are not in 

church.  We also are reminded that for those that are on this pilgrimage trail, we need to continue 

trying to bring in others to accompany us.  A question someone asked, “are we on an active part 

or are we sitting back waiting for the Church to do something?” 

 

Specific to Holy Trinity: 

 We need to bring back the stewardship fair and stewardship pamphlet so that parishioners 

are aware of all the activities that are waiting for their participation.  We need to make sure we 

follow-up with inquiries received about ministries or activities.  There were numerous comments 

received requesting the desire for more ways to live their faith, more ways to actually feel part of 

a Christian community. 

We also heard that many just need guidance on their faith journey, both on a personal level and 

on the pilgrimage with others. 

1. Hold more Penance services that allow people to come receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  Many cannot make time in their schedules to get to Reconciliation before 

weekly or daily Mass.  And some like that Penance services allow them the option to visit 

different Priests. 

2. Educate people on the Sacrament of Reconciliation and how it is supposed to be a 

positive experience.  We had many people say that they hadn’t been to the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation in many years because they were belittled and scolded by a Priest.  They 

said they are scared to death of the confessional. 

3. Hold community prayer gatherings that encourage dialogue with non-Catholics.  Sponsor 

inter-faith social gatherings that encourage fellowship and education in a relaxed 

environment. 

4. Promote and encourage participation in Adoration, both in the Adoration Chapel and as 

Adoration services in the Sanctuary for many to attend.  This needs to include education 

sessions on the True Presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  An alarmingly high 

percentage of Catholics of all ages are unaware of our teachings on the Body and Blood 

of Christ in the Sacrament. 
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5. Make the Healing Masses available to more people by scheduling more times to reach 

those unavailable on weekdays.  Educate people that Anointing of the Sick is something 

available to them.  Some are unaware of this Sacrament. 

6. Promote all vocations in the Parish and the Diocese, priests, deacons, and religious.  The 

Vocations Chalice needs to be shared throughout the Parish and we should continue to 

include vocations in the daily prayer intentions.  Be helpful and encouraging when 

someone enquires about vocations, including the diaconate and religious life.  Some in 

our Parish and Diocese have been left unaided or discouraged when sharing their 

discernment and looking for guidance.  

7. Educate and promote Lay Ministry in our Parish.  Don’t just say how much need we have 

for it, share with people how beautiful and rewarding it is.  Make it something they want 

to get involved with.  Help make it more accessible for those who want to do it but have 

physical restrictions (handrail near the Ambo). 

8. Promote devotions like the Rosary, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and Stations of the Cross 

and make them available at various times for more to participate. 

9. We need to build a deeper sense of community.  Family needs to be the center of this 

Church community. 

10. Many comments were shared on the positive experiences incurred at Holy Trinity.  They 

felt very welcomed regardless of where they are in their faith journey. 

11. We need to bring back the Children’s Liturgy at the weekend Mass.   


